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	1. Opening Authors Note

**General Information On My Story:**

**Sorry this is long but please read it as it gives a lot of context for my story!**

**This story is going to follow Volume 1's canon. I kind of think of this as an AU since I'm only following V1's canon. I will take very, very few elements from Volume 2, but Volume 3 is totally irrelevant as far as this story goes…This story will feature a trans boy and (wolf)faunus Ruby.  
><strong>

**His name is "Ruben" but he mainly goes by Ruby as a nickname started by his sister which stuck. He'll mostly be referred to as Ruby except for very certain occasions where another character calls him by his full name. But in narration it will be "Ruby" So don't get confused! :p **

**I figured it's best to just explain certain things so you won't be confused when you read:**

**Vital Festival Tournament - It's still an upcoming event. I won't follow the V3's canon of how the event actually went down. I'm going to do it the way I imagined it. **

**Winter Schnee – Weiss' sister is still a character. However… As much as the "older sister" plot twist was enjoyable… I prefer the idea of the "spiteful little sister" trope who's jealous that she isn't the one inheriting the business (after all, RWBY is all about clichés!) So keep that in mind if/when she makes her appearance or is mentioned. **

**Team SSSN – This story isn't about them. Nothing against them I just don't have much interest in including them in the story. Forget everything that they contributed to Volume 2's canon because it's not included in my story. **

**Ruby and Yangs Family - Forget everything you know about their parents/family. I'm going to do something totally different with it. **

**I had this idea in my head for a very long time. You're going to see something and go "wait that happened in V3's canon with a different character!" I know ): But I still want to do this idea, dammit! I hope you understand and don't mind. **

**This story is going to really be "Slice of Life". I love RWBY so so so so much but my favourite episode was V1E10. Y'know the one where they set up their room and Weiss yells at Ruby for basically nothing and they make up… I thought that episode was so cute (: I really wanted more of those school days shenanigans… So that's my main focus for this story. I'm not sure about how to write action scenes. I'll definitely test out some chapters of it and if I think it turns out okay, I'll add them in. But I'm not really about adding in unnecessary drama or action if I don't have it completely fleshed out in my head first. **

**The general updates for this story is totally up in the air. I don't like to force creativity because I've been down that road with drawing and… let me tell you… I have drawn some ugly things. I've had this story in my head for years now. But that's part of the problem. TOO MANY IDEAS. I really want to make sure they all flow together smoothly and I'm totally proud of the chapters I write before I upload. **

**My story is going to start off a little unorthodox for a "Slice of Life" story but it's all part of the plan. **

**So I hope you enjoy it and please leave reviews because they make me so happy (: And I'm soooooo open to tips and criticism. I've never written before so I would really appreciate anyone who can point out mistakes I'm making. **

**The first official chapter is written and will be uploaded ASAP.**


	2. Chapter 1

**(Trans Boy! Ruby) (Wolf Faunus! Ruby)**

**Try to keep that in mind as it's not something I want to constantly bring up!**

**My first story so expect mistakes! **

**I do not own or profit off of RWBY. All credit goes to Rooster Teeth.**

* * *

><p>Chapter 1: Waking Up<p>

Weiss Schnee was sitting in a chair next to a hospital bed where Ruben was lying. He had been lying in this bed unconscious for almost 2 weeks now. After suffering a severe injury during battle, doctors informed team RWBY that there was a strong chance of him waking up but the chances of him regaining his memories were slim to none. Team RWBY hadn't left his side since. Hopeful that he would surely wake up, Blake and Weiss took turns attending class and keeping their teams grades up to make sure this incident didn't put them behind. They didn't want Ruby to be overwhelmed when he awoke and have so much catching up to do. Yang however had stayed by his side non-stop. It took a lot of persuasion by Blake to get Yang to come back home to the dorm room at night to get some proper rest. Weiss decided to stay by Ruby's side while Yang was away because the thought of Ruby waking up alone and scared in the hospital with no memory was too tragic for her to bear.

She held his hand and put her head on the side of his bed while she dozed off. Unaware of the light stirring that was going on next to her.

Ruby slowly opened his eyes and found everything to be quite blurry. On top of that he could feel a tube down his throat which was making him feel like gagging. As his eyesight adjusted he saw a white haired girl sitting next to him with her head on his bed while she loosely held his hand. He slowly removed his hand from her grip to rip the tube from his throat. He couldn't help the slight gagging sound he made. The noise reached Weiss' ears and awoke her from her light dozing. Her eyes lit up as soon as she saw Ruby looking back at her.

"Ruby! You're awake!" Weiss said, her voice cracking slightly as if she were about to cry

"Do you… Know who I am?" She asked with a bit of concern and uncertainty

Ruby spoke for the first time in over a week, his voice a little weak "Weiss…" he said smiling but quickly added "uhm… right?"

Weiss shot up and grabbed Ruby hugging him tightly

"Yes, you dolt! Oh, Ruby I'm so happy you're awake! The doctors weren't sure if you were ever going to wake up and they said if you did you might not retain your memories... Oh! I need to go get a doctor and let them know you're awake!" Weiss quickly ran out of the room before Ruby could even respond.

Left alone he examined his body. His stomach was tightly bound in bandages and he noticed an IV in his left arm. He always hated IV's. The thought of a needle constantly poking into his vein made him feel sick. He reached with his right hand to remove the IV when he suddenly noticed… His right arm was missing! His heart rate shot up which was audible by the heart rate monitor. Just then the doctor came in with Weiss behind her.

"What's wrong with him? Why is his heart rate so high?" Weiss asked anxiously

Before the doctor could respond Ruby began shouting

"Where's my arm?! What happened to my arm?!"

"Ruben, I need you to calm down." The doctor began

"You suffered a severe accident. You lost your arm, your brain is badly damaged and you also sustained a very serious injury to your stomach. You're lucky to even be alive right now."

None of this calmed Ruby or his heart, which was still beating at a fast pace.

"You need to try to calm down. I'm going to ask you some questions and I want you to try to answer them to the best of your abilities, okay?"

Ruby took a long breath and answered "Aright, I'll try"

"Good. Now tell me your name."

"Uh, Ruby~ No, Ruben. It's Ruben... I think"

"Do you know you're last name?"

Ruby had an idea but it seemed more like intuition than actual knowledge. He was a little worried to answer and be wrong but after a brief moment of hesitation he answered.

"Rose. Ruben Rose."

"Okay, how old are you and when is your birth date?"

"I'm… 15 and my birth date is… I don't know…"

Weiss and the doctor both looked concerned at his answer but the doctor continued anyways

"Do you know what city we're in?"

"No… I have no idea."

The doctor sighed then stood up and looked to Weiss

"Well… He's doing far better than we had expected. The fact that he remembers his name is something. But it appears his short term memory may have been damaged. His aura is back up though, which is great. Give it a couple days of recuperation for his stomach to heal, we'll closely monitor his brain in this time, giving him memory tests to ensure that he's able to retain the information he's given. Once that's all done we can clear him for Robotic Limb Replacement."

The doctor sent her well wishes to Ruby and walked out of the room.

Ruby then spoke up

"Just because I don't know what city we're in, suddenly I have memory problems? Yeesh. I want a second opinion" He joked

"Ruby… You didn't even get your age right" Weiss frowned "You're 16. Not 15. And you don't know when you're birth date is?"

"Birthdays are dumb" he said sticking his tongue out

Weiss sighed but smiled. It was such a huge relief just to be talking to Ruby. Her eyes then went wide as she stood up, pulling her scroll out of her pouch.

"I need to call your sister to tell her you're awake! I just hope she answers, it's so late. But I'm sure she'll rush over here to see you regardless of the time" She rushed out of the room once again with her scroll in hand, leaving Ruby alone once more.

'Blake and Yang…' Ruby thought to himself. 'I remember them' he smiled.

* * *

><p><strong>So here's the full story!<strong>

**I know it's a bit much for a "Slice of Life" but I've had this idea for years and it's always been for my Trans Boy Ruby character.. idea.. thing...! We'll definitely acknowledge that part of his life soon along with his social anxiety! Weiss and Ruby aren't established yet but Blake and Yang are. **

**Thank you for reading and I'd love to hear what you think in the reviews. Criticism and tips are always welcomed as well! **

**Thank you so much for reading, the views alone make me really happy :$**


	3. Chapter 2

Chapter 2: Memory Tests and Robotic Limbs

A week had passed since Ruby woke up. Yang was so eager to see her little brother as soon as she got the call from Weiss that Blake had to physically keep her from jumping down the cliff side and running to the hospital on foot. She stayed up until 6am when the first airship took off into town and rushed Blake out the door, not that she needed to. Blake was just as eager to see Ruby as Yang had been. Dating Yang for about a year now, she saw Ruby as her own little brother and him being the only other faunus on their team… they had a bit of a special bond.

When Yang had finally seen Ruby she was ecstatic to see that he remembered her. At first she thought that, other than his stomach and his missing limb, he was completely okay. But over the course of the week she started to see the extent of Ruby's brain damage. Ruby was already a bit forgetful… But the accident had taken it to a new level. He was repeating things sometimes, wondering where something was 30 seconds after he put it down… And the 'memory tests' weren't going so well. Every morning the doctor would come in and give Ruby 3 words to remember, 15 minutes later she would ask them what they were and Ruby always forgot. Ruby insisted that he just didn't care about the tests and that "I've always been bad at tests and you know this!"

Yang was still happy just to have her baby brother smiling and talking with her again. It was a little hard to have to have the "daily medication" conversation with Ruby.. But the doctor insisted that he needed to continue to take his anxiety and anti-depressants. The doctor was convinced Ruby was still suffering from general anxiety because of the way his heart-rate monitor always sped up whenever Weiss entered the room or came too close to him. Though, Yang knew better. Still, he did suffer from anxiety and depression from a very young age. Yang guessed it was just wishful thinking to assume that was on the list of things he had forgotten. At least Ruby was pretty understanding about it. Especially since he was already having trouble sleeping at night, the anti-depressant really helped knock him out every night.

The doctor also had to have a serious discussion with team WBY about the severity of Ruby's brain damage.

"You'll need to keep an eye on him. If Ruben's brain takes any more serious damage it could be fatal."

The colour quickly drained out of team WBY's faces

"But! Just so long as he doesn't sustain any unnecessary blows to the head he should be fine!" she smiled trying to be reassuring and lighten the mood "Hopefully he's not the clumsy type, right?" She joked

Team WBY shared a concerned look before they looked back at Ruby. He smiled and waved at them, accidently knocking his comic book over the side of his bed. As he leaned down to pick it up, he banged his head against the tray table left next to him. And once more when he lifted his head up.

"Of all the people… it had to be the clumsiest dolt on this planet" Weiss said shaking her head.

It seems Ruby's memory lost went back at least half a year. Probably a full year but it's not definitive. Weiss was already spending all her time with him tutoring him and trying to re-teach him all the things he had forgotten. Although she did it with much more patience and kindness than she had the first time she taught him all of the material. Weiss and Yang were practically at war with each other to spend the most time with Ruby. As much as Yang wanted to push the heiress away and assert her 'older sister' dominance… she didn't. She knew that Weiss felt guilty for what happened to Ruby. No matter how much Blake and Yang (once she came around… with some long talks with Blake…) tried to insist that it wasn't her fault but the person who had attacked her and Ruby, they knew that Weiss still blamed herself for Ruby getting hurt. Ruby had noticed there was enough tension behind 'the incident' that when he randomly brought it up and saw Weiss' face, he immediately dropped it and decided to change the subject.

Nonetheless, his memory problems weren't serious enough to merit a longer hospital stay and his stomach had healed enough that he could leave and be treated for it at home. He was cleared to leave. All that was left was one more night and the next day he would get his new robotic limb.

* * *

><p>It was early in the morning, the day of Ruby's release. Yang walked into Ruby's hospital room which was filled with roses of every colour… Despite Ruby's insistence that he did not want flowers, Weiss continued to bring a full bouquet of roses every day that she came to visit him (which was every day that week). Yang was carrying a fresh pair of clothes for Ruby now that he could finally change out his hospital gown and a bag of cookies.<p>

"Hey lil' bro! How's it going?"

"It's gonna be going great as soon as we get my new arm" He replied as he continued to watch cartoons on his scroll. It was a bit strange at first to see him gush over "how much had happened on his shows" while he was asleep… When he was gushing over something he already watched and squealed about over a month ago. But his team also found it cute to see him geek out all over again.

"Well, today's the day!" she beamed " C'mon lil'pup! Sit up and I'll help you get changed, Blake and Weiss are waiting downstairs, we're going to go to the RLR wing together"

"Wait, what? Just give me my clothes and I'll get dressed myself. I really don't need your help"

"But Ruby, you STILL get stuck in your binder sometimes… without an arm it's going to b-"

"God! Yang! That's the LAST THING I'd want help with" Ruby said suddenly feeling embarrassed and upset. He couldn't even meet eyes with his sister, instead opting to stare at his scroll which had finished playing the cartoon he was watching and was now displaying a black screen

"But it's me, Ruby. I'm the one person you should trust with this kind of stuff" she said deflated.

Ruby rolled his eyes and grabbed the clothes from his sister while glaring at her.

"Turn around, stand in the corner. IF I need your help I will ask for it. And IF I ask for your help you're expected to keep your eyes away from me until I say so. Okay?"

Yang sighed heavily but complied. She knew when it came to things like this the best thing she could do was be blindly supportive. She made the mistake once of telling Ruby she was the only person who understood and Ruby got really upset, claiming she had no idea how he felt or what he went through. He didn't speak to her until she apologized and admitted she was wrong, which didn't take long.

When Ruby finally did ask for help, he told Yang she was free to look at him. He had already gotten his shirt, cape, pants and shoes on. All he needed help with was buckling his belt. Yang was a little surprised at how much he accomplished one-armed. But then she remembered who she was dealing with. Ruby could probably climb a mountain one-armed if someone implied he'd need help to get it done, purely just to spite them and show them how capable he is.

Yang helped him finish off his belt and then held out her hand with two pills in it

"What is this? I already took my meds" Ruby said

"Pain killers. You should take them. The doctor said that the limb replacement is going to hurt when they connect the limb to your nerves. A lot. Ruby…" she started giggling a bit "I can't even tell you how much she went on about how painful it's going to be, it was like, way over the top. I think she was getting off on it, to be honest"

Ruby turned up his nose at them

"Don't wanna."

"Ruben~" Yang sighed

"I'm a tough little boy and I don't need no pain killers for nothing! Plus celebrities get hooked on them and we all know I have an addictive personality"

Yang rolled her eyes and threw her arm over her little brother dragging him out of the room while she rubbed his head between his two faunus wolf ears

"Today you're a 'tough little boy' but yesterday you were telling Weiss you were a 'sensitive little boy' "

"I can be both!" he quickly shot back

* * *

><p>Yang and Ruby reached the RLR wing and quickly found Blake and Weiss waiting for them. Weiss ran up to Ruby and quickly told him the 3 words he was in charge of remembering that day.<p>

"Bee, Cube, Slide"

"Ouuu I like these ones~ I think of a cubed bee sliding down a slide" Ruby said smiling

"Hopefully you'll actually remember them for once" Blake chimed in

"Hey! I was close yesterday!"

"Ruby… The words yesterday were Remedy, Chair and Pin, you guessed Squeegee, Monkey, Ball…" Weiss said exasperated

"It's because the words are usually so boring! I'm an exciting boy who needs exciting words in his life!"

Just then a nurse walked up to them

"You're Ruben Rose, right?" she asked

"Yep yep yep"

"Alright, follow me please"

"My friends can come too, right?" He asked worried.

"Of course they can" she smiled

Ruby was lying in a hospital bed, feeling like he was going to be lying in hospital beds for the rest of his life. The top of his shoulder was being held down by the nurse as the doctor readied the robotic limb into place.

"Alright Ruben, this is going to be very~ painful. You took your pain medication right?" the doctor asked

"Uhm… Yeeeeaaapp!" He lied. Blatantly.

"Alright on the count of 3 we're going to connect the limb to your nerves."

"3… 2…." BANG. She had connected the limb as Ruby proceeded to make a series of strange noises as he attempted to suppress his screams of pain.

"You went on 2! What happened to 3?!" He yelled

"I didn't want to give you too much time to worry" the doctor laughed

"Yeah, that one second made all the difference" He said, rolling his eyes.

"Alright, I'm going to need you to try to slowly move your fingers, starting at the tips"

Ruby looked down at his new limb and slowly attempted to move his fingers, it wasn't hard. For the past week he had been using his 'phantom arm' to pick things up only to find them still laying in the place he had left them. He still knew how to use the limb he no longer had. The tip of his robot fingers slowly started twitched and in no time he was moving his full fingers and then opening and closing his hand.

"Very good, you're catching on faster than expected" the doctor smiled

"he always does…" Weiss lowly murmured

The rest of team RWBY were happy to see Ruby with all his limbs back but still felt a pang of guilt looking at his face. Misconstruing his concentration for apathy… That is until he looked up at them with a beaming toothy smile…

"THIS IS SO RAD! I'm like that kid from that one show! Even though he never got the Robo-arm when he actually lost his arm… just had a dumb little flower… OH! OH! I'm like that guy from that game! Oh.. Except he has two robo arms… Quick! Someone chop off my other one and let's go for twosies!"

Ruby continued to ramble on like that even as they left the hospital and headed for the airship. As they reached the air docks Weiss turned to him and asked

"Ruby, what were the 3 words?"

Ruby stared at her blankly in silence

"Ruben…. At least try" Weiss said. She looked so concerned and Ruby knew that he had no idea what the words were. He didn't want to see her face fall flatter so he went with

"I, Love and You" he gave her a cheeky grin and hugged her fully with two arms for the first time in a long time.

Weiss sighed loudly but found she didn't care enough to ruin the moment by pressing him for the answer, she knew he had forgotten them anyways.

* * *

><p><strong>There's chapter 2! Idk how I did this. I was pretty tired after work but for some reason felt like writing :)<strong>

**Thank you to the faves/follows! They make me sosososo happy :) !**

**And all the views! I'm so glad people are interested enough in this story to even give it a chance! I was so worried people wouldn't be into the idea so thank you! :)**

**The next chapter may take a bit. I struggle really badly to write Blake and Weiss cause they use big words and they're smart _ **

**But hopefully I'll manage! We're slowly getting to the more "Slice of Life" part of the story :)**


	4. Chapter 3

Chapter 3: Returning to Beacon

* * *

><p>-On the Airship-<p>

Yang and Blake were currently standing at one of the mini-vending machines that came stocked on the airships. Despite eating an entire bag of a dozen cookies, Ruby was still craving sweets.

"He seems to like his new arm" Blake said as Yang put change into the machine

"Yeah, I'm not surprised. He's probably going to try to upgrade the crap out of it. He watched too much Inspector Gadget as a kid so I wouldn't put it past him to try and give his hand a literal finger gun and probably a toothbrush in one of the fingers… cookie dispenser in the arm…"

Blake giggled as Yang pushed the buttons on the machine and leaned down to pick up the chocolate bar it dispensed.

"I'm still worried about him though" Yang continued and she put more change in the machine for another chocolate bar. "I'm starting to double-think him being back at Beacon. What if he gets hurt? What if he hits his head during a fight? What if-"

"Yang." Blake started as she put her hand on her girlfriends arm, "You know better than I do that when Ruby wants something, no one can stop him from getting it. I know he's your little brother and you want to protect him from getting hurt but you know he wouldn't be happy if you pulled him out of school and took him home. Since I've met him all he's talked about is becoming a huntsmen and being like the heroes in those fairy-tales. We'll all be there for him; we'll all look out for him. He won't get hurt again."

Yang took a deep breath and slowly exhaled it. "Yeah… You're right" she said as she smiled at Blake. "You always know exactly what to say!" she said as she pulled her in for a bear hug

"Yeah, yeah" she said, hugging her back. "Let's just get these sweets back to your brother"

When Blake and Yang got back to Weiss and Ruby they found Ruby asleep with his head on Weiss' lap.

"Awww! He looks so peaceful sleeping" Yang said as she looked at Ruby, but slowly her face became concerned "Almost like… he's in ANOTHER COMA." She frantically ran up to him and began shaking him "RUBY! RUBY WAKE UP!"

Ruby quickly woke up "What?! What's happening?! What happened?!"

"What in the world is wrong with you?!" Weiss yelled as she glared at Yang

"I thought he was in another coma!"

"God, Yang, you can't do that every time I fall asleep!" Ruby said as he glared at her and slowly lifted his head from Weiss' lap

"Ruby, how are you possibly sleeping after you just woke up from a week long coma?" Blake asked

"I had a big day…" Ruby replied sheepishly as Yang handed him his chocolate bars.

Shortly after, the announcement came over the speakers that the airship was about to dock. The doors opened and Blake, Weiss and Yang stepped off but shortly heard a loud BANG. They quickly turned around and saw Ruby rubbing his forehead. He saw them staring and him and quietly said "I walked into the wall"

"Ruby!" Weiss yelled "You can't afford to be such a clumsy oaf anymore!"

"Give me a break Weiss, I just woke up! I'm still out of it"

"That's no excuse! Am I going to have to buy you a helmet so that I can live peacefully without worrying about you dying because you walked into a wall?!"

"Give him a break Weiss" Yang interjected as she threw her arm over Ruby's shoulder protectively "Come on Ruby, team JNPR are going to be eager to see you again"

"But you're not staying to converse with them for too long! You and I are going to the library. I want you to be completely caught up as fast as possible" Weiss said sternly

Yang and Ruby both groaned at that.

* * *

><p>They reached the water fountain in the courtyard where they had arranged to meet with JNPR. Just as expected they were already there, eager to see Ruby.<p>

"RUBY! Do you remember us?!" Nora shouted as soon as they arrived

"Uhhh yeah" Ruby began and then started to point at them one by one "Nora, Ren, Pyrrha and… Joe!"

"It's Jaune!" Jaune shouted

"Gonna have to take your word on that one" Ruby joked as he punched Jaunes arm. Ruby forgot about his new robot arm and Jaune was knocked to the ground by the surprising amount strength of Ruby's new limb

"Oh shoot!" Ruby said as he ran over and helped him up. "I'm really sorry! I didn't know this thing was so strong!"

"No, no it's okay, totally fine!" Jaune said as he tried to keep up a tough persona, despite the tears he had in his eyes.

Weiss sighed "Alright, this has been a lovely reunion but Ruby and I need to go study, he has a lot of catching up to do" she said as she grabbed Ruby's hand and began pulling him away, eager to get him started on his studies. She didn't want her teams grades to drop, least she have to explain to her father why her team is no longer the 'top second years at beacon'

Yang quickly grabbed Ruby's other arm and pulled him back. "Hey, why don't you cool it Ice Queen? He JUST got back!"

"He's missing nearly an entire year of curriculum! Do you think the knowledge is just going to fall out of the sky and land in his head?!" Weiss shot back as she glared at Yang

Ruby decided to put on his leader boots and take control of the situation

"Yang, it's cool! Weiss is right, I need to catch up" He said as Weiss grinned smugly at Yang. Yang glared back but Blake grabbed her arm and began pulling her away.

"Go on you two" Blake said "We'll see you at lunch"

And with that Ruby and Weiss waved their goodbyes and left for the library. Once Ruby and Weiss were out of ear shot Pyrrha spoke up

"So, how's he doing?"

Yang sighed, "He's not doing bad. But not very good. His memory is really weird and he's struggling to keep his grip on new information. The doctor also told us that anymore hard blows to the head and it could be fatal"

"But he's optimistic" Blake added "He's still his normal happy self. His mood clearly hasn't been affected by this"

As they continued talking Yang began to become concerned by her own thoughts. She knew she was going to have to find some alone time with her brother to make sure he was actually doing okay and wasn't just putting on a façade for his team so they wouldn't worry. He did that too often, internalizing his own grief and negative emotions because he didn't want to bring anyone down.

Blake couldn't help but notice Yang lost in her thought and held her hand to try and ease whatever was troubling her girlfriend. She knew this whole Ruby situation had taken a serious toll on Yang and decided she would try and take her mind off of it.

"Hey, Yang?" Blake said

"Hmm?"

"Wanna play that ridiculous card game?"

"Wow, really?! But I thought you hated it?!"

"Eh, I don't mind it. Do you guys want to join us?" Blake asked looking to JNPR

"Sure!" Jaune replied

* * *

><p>-The Library-<p>

Weiss was drilling facts into Ruby's brain which seemed to go in one ear and right out the other. She tried to remain patient, she knew that for once, it wasn't Ruby's fault that he couldn't retain the information she was giving him.

"Alright Ruben, I'm going to write out a mini-test on the information I've just given you. I know this is hard for you but try your best, okay?" she said as she smiled at Ruby

Ruby blushed a little. It wasn't often that Weiss spoke so gently to him. As she began to work on the test he decided he wanted to get her to smile again.

"Hey, Weiss? Do you like jokes?"

"No." she replied without missing a beat as she continued to write out his test

"Why did the bike fall down?"

"…"

"Cause it was two-tired."

"…"

"…Cause it was two-tired."

"I heard you."

Ruby stayed quiet for a second and Weiss thought it would stay that way… Until…

"I have a cat joke."

"Stop."

"Just kitten"

Ruby laughed at his own joke as Weiss sighed and pinched the bridge of her nose.

"Here." She said as she handed him a page with questions. "Work on that while I write up some more questions." She hoped this would earn her some silence while she focused on the rest of his questions.

Ruby decided to take his loss and start writing his test. Weiss glanced over at him and noticed he had written his name at the top corner but signed it 'Ruby'

"Ruben. You can't sign your test papers as 'Ruby' you need to write your full name."

"Ahhh, yeah" Ruby smiled as he erased his name and re-wrote it. "I forget that Ruby is short for Ru-" Before he could continue his thought he began softly laughing but it quickly turned into a louder and more hysterical laughter.

"What's so funny?" Weiss asked as she looked at him with one eyebrow raised

"My.. My name is" Ruby tried to say but kept being interrupted by laughter. He rubbed the tears out of his eyes, "Oh my god, Weiss, I thought of something really funny to say to you" he said between laughter "but… for the first time in my life, I thought about what I was gonna say before I said it.. and now I'm laughing" he said practically crying as Weiss stared at him with a straight face

After about a minute he slowly calmed down and took several deep breaths

"Okay, okay, my joke… my joke is… My name is Ruby, it's short for Ruben and it's long for Roo" He said and he began laughing just as hysterically as before.

Weiss tried not to laugh, she really did. But she couldn't help the snort that escaped her as she smiled and covered her mouth attempting to hide the fact that she genuinely thought what he said was funny but soon enough the laughter escaped her lips.

Ruby mentally patted himself on the back for being able to make Weiss smile AND laugh.

"That's a terrible joke, Ruby" Weiss said as soon as she managed to control herself

"But you love it" Ruby said as he smiled at her

Weiss shook her head and continued to write the questions as Ruby went back to work on his answers. He found that he really didn't remember any of the information Weiss had just spent the past 30 minutes pounding into his head. He wasn't sure if it was the amnesia or the fact that the entire time Weiss was tutoring him, he couldn't stop staring at her face and admiring how pretty she was. He then realized that there might be a serious chance of him failing his classes and disappointing his team if he couldn't focus on anything besides his tutors pretty face.

He sighed and asked Weiss if she would mind explaining the information to him one more time before he tried to run through the questions. Weiss knew she had to be patient with Ruby and was grateful that he was at least genuinely trying, so she agreed to run through it one more time. Although, she couldn't figure out why Ruby refused to look at her direction while she explained it to him again.

* * *

><p><strong>Just wanna say a huge thank-you to the favesfollows and views. They mean a lot to me :)**

**And also a huge thank you to the person who reviewed my first story and encouraged me to continue writing. I don't think I've properly thanked you yet :$**

**Oh, shout out to those couple people viewing this story from Chile! Chilean Pride! (My spanish is terrible so please don't try to speak it to me, though ^_^')**

**And shout outs to anyone who recognizes where the name joke came from. **

**See you all on the next chapter!**


	5. Chapter 4

**A/N: Hello, I just want to quickly say thank you again to everyone who has faved/followed/viewed my story. It really does mean a lot to me! I started this story because since I was in high school (2012 grad) I so desperately wanted to see a trans character exist somewhere. The very, VERY few that did had such depressing stories… It made me sad to watch them, honestly. Whenever I talked about how I would like to see a trans character pop-up in my favourite shows… there's always a bunch of people who hit me with the "Well if you care so much then make your own! Creators shouldn't be forced to cater to you!" So finally I decided "you know what? Fine. I will do my own trans character and story"**

**Yeah… this story isn't really "my own character" because I'm not really ready to flesh out my own unique character and world. But one day I will. I really want to create media one day that's actually inclusive of LGBT and MOGAI people without making us a sob-story. **

**So yeah, your support really means a lot. Thank you for reading my story and as always, I'm super open to criticism or any advice y'all have!**

**Also I've added one more fact to the first page on info for my story. But you know, everything past V1 should basically be forgotten so it's not super important to check out as long as you keep that in mind. **

**Disclaimer: I do not own RWBY (I keep forgetting to include this, hopefully I don't get sued…) **

* * *

><p>Chapter 4: First Day Back<p>

-Beacon Library-

Ruby and Weiss were sitting in the library as they had been for the past hour and a half. Weiss had given Ruby countless tests in that time and, surprisingly, Ruby had been doing very well. Once he managed to pay attention and give the study sessions his complete focus, Weiss was impressed by how he managed to retain the mass amount of information she was giving him.

"Weiss… Are we done yet?" Ruby moaned with his head face-planted on the desk as Weiss finished grading the last test she had written for him.

"I suppose so. After all, you did ace the last three tests… and this one too" she said as she placed the paper in front of his head

"I'm really proud of you Ruby, I knew you could do it" she said smiling.

Ruby kept his head face-planted on the desk as he felt the blood rush to his face and mumbled a "Thank you"

"I think you deserve a reward! Let's go to the vending machine, I'll buy you whatever bag of candy you want. And that pink soda you're so crazy about" Weiss said as she started packing up

"CREAM SODA!" Ruby shouted as he stood up in a flash

"Be quiet you dunce! We're in a library!" Weiss scolded

"heh.. sorry~" Ruby said sheepishly as he smiled and rubbed the back of his neck

Weiss rolled her eyes and ignored the immediate thought that popped into her head as she observed him. Quickly grabbing her stuff and leading Ruby out of the library.

Weiss couldn't help thinking how cute Ruby was when he got nervous. She always found him somewhat attractive. He wasn't tall, dark and handsome… at least… he wasn't tall. But as time went on and Ruby's personality became more known… Weiss found herself becoming more and more attracted to him. When she first met him she had made it very clear that she didn't like or trust him. When she first questioned him about his involvement with the "White Fang" and he acted like he had no idea what she was talking about, she thought he was putting on a convincing "dummy" performance. But over time she learned that Ruby really was that dense. He had grown up on a recluse island and honestly had no knowledge of the White Fang before coming to Vale.

And after witnessing Ruby's kind-hearted and helpful nature… She couldn't ever imagine him wearing the mask of a monster, killing innocent people and stealing from her family. Ruby wasn't even capable of killing a bug despite how much he rambled about his hate for them and their 'scratchy little feet'.

Ruby didn't even know anything about Weiss' family when they had first met. Having never used dust with his weapon before, the Schnee name wasn't something that came up much in his life. Weiss found Ruby to be a breath of fresh air in her life. Someone who only saw her as 'Weiss' instead of an heiress, someone who saw her as a friend.

It was the end of their first year that Weiss started to notice her feelings for Ruby were growing beyond "friendship". She had immediately repressed those thoughts. Ruby wasn't someone she could be with for various reasons. For one he was a faunus. Her family would NEVER approve of her dating a faunus. She still hadn't even told her family about two of her teammates being faunus. And even if he wasn't a faunus, he's a no one. His family isn't important and a relationship with him wouldn't benefit her family's company.

Weiss had continued to ignore her feelings for Ruby. But after the accident… she found it a lot harder to deny how she felt. She knew that Ruby liked her the same way. She had caught him staring at her multiple times and the way he took after his sister with his awful flirtatious jokes which he only used on her. But Weiss knew she couldn't give in and refused to go along with him whenever he flirted with her.

* * *

><p>As Weiss and Ruby left the library, Weiss pulled out her scroll and began texting Yang and Blake to meet them at the vending machines before lunch started. Yang texted back almost seconds after the message had sent, saying she would be there as soon as they wrapped up their final game with JNPR.<p>

When they arrived at the machines, Ruby eagerly pointed to which candy he wanted as Weiss gave him a bill to put in the machine. As Ruby began putting the rest of Weiss' change into the drink vendor for his cream soda, Team CRDL showed up.

Ruby had been bending over to retrieve his drink when Cardin kicked Ruby's butt, knocking him over. Weiss immediately stood up to them

"What do you think you're doing?!" Weiss shouted as she glared up at Cardin.

"Back off, Ice Queen. This is between me and the dog over there" Cardin said as he shoved Weiss aside.

Ruby stood up and walked up to Cardin

"What's your problem?" He said as he stared up at Cardin who was so much taller than him that he practically towered over him.

"I don't have a problem but I hear you do… How's your head?" Cardin replied as he smacked Ruby upside his head

Weiss immediately went to step in but Ruby put his hand out and stopped her

Cardin continued his taunting "I heard that you're running on borrowed time. A few more hits in your noggin and your down and out for the count. So I'd be careful if I were you. I can't be blamed if you die because I playfully slapped your head" he said as he smacked Ruby once again upside his head.

Ruby finally spoke up "Hey, smack me one time and you're gonna get it…"

"Oh really?" Cardin said as his teammate snickered in the background "What exactly am I gonna get?"

"I'm gonna punch you. Right in your dumb, stupid face" Ruby said as he glared at him

Cardin and Ruby stared at each other and after a few seconds of the silent showdown Cardin slowly raised his hand and slapped Ruby once again upside his head. Ruby, with no hesitation whatsoever, immediately raised his right hand and punched Cardin in the face. Rose petals flew from Ruby's arm as it collided with Cardin's face. Cardin's entire body was thrown back and he was knocked out, on the floor. The rest of Team CRDL looked at each other and then took off running. Ruby was still standing with his fist out as he stared in shock at Cardin's unconscious body which has flown a full 3 feet away from him.

"Oh. My. God. I cannot believe I did that" Ruby said in disbelief as he slowly retracted his hand

"Well you said you would do it. He asked for it" Weiss said

"Yeah, but still! And I used my right hand!" He said as he ran over to Cardin. Just as he did Yang and Blake arrived to find Ruby cradling Cardin's head in his lap

"Uhmmmmm…. What's going on?" Yang asked

"Cardin was picking on Ruby so he knocked him out"

"BY ACCIDENT!" Ruby shouted

"Nicely done Rubes! Now come on! Let's go get lunch!"

"What?! No! We can't just leave him here! His team totally ditched him and he's unconscious! Someone has to stay here to make sure he wakes up, it's like, super bad for you to be unconscious for too long! Heh heh, I should know right~?" Ruby said as he continued to cradle Cardin's head

"Ruby, we can just call a nurse or something-" Yang began, but as she was speaking Cardin began stirring and sure enough, his eyes slowly fluttered open

"Hey sleeping beauty" Ruby said as he pet Cardin's hair "I guess true loves kiss broke the spell"

"WHAT?!" Cardin shouted as he jumped up but stumbled from the head rush he received from standing too quickly

"DID YOU KISS ME?!"

"No, but he took care of you after your teammates ditched you so how about you act more thankful?" Weiss said

"Thankful? To the guy who's the reason I was knocked out?!"

"YOU'RE the reason you were knocked out! If you hadn't started a fight you couldn't finish-" Weiss said but was interrupted by Ruby who quickly covered her mouth and pushed her back slightly, he had just finished fighting with Cardin and really didn't want another to begin

"It's okay Weiss, come on Blake, Yang.. Let's just go get lunch"

* * *

><p>-Cafeteria-<p>

"So… How'd the study session go?" Yang asked as they ate

"Quite well, actually. Ruby is doing very well with his study sessions. Hopefully the information sticks" Weiss replied

"Yeah, Weiss even bought me candy cause I did so well!" Ruby said with a wide smile

"Awww Weiss, that's so sweet" Yang said teasingly

"Yeah, Weiss is really sweet" Ruby said smiling at Weiss

Weiss could feel the heat rushing to her face and replied with "Quiet, you! That was only a reward for your hard work. I didn't do it out of the kindness of my heart, so don't get the wrong idea!"

Ruby rolled his eyes "Geez, calm down, uh… Uhm… Princess.. of snow… Snow Princess!" He said pointing his fingers at her as he turned to Yang "That's what we call her, right?"

Weiss' face was completely red by this point.

"No, Ruby… It's Ice Queen, not 'Princess of Snow'" Yang said laughing

"Well, I like Snow Princess better. It sounds cuter" Ruby replied

"It's not supposed to be cute" Yang said between her laughter

"Then what's it supposed to be?"

"You know… it's a nickname cause of how cold and distant she is-" Yang began but was interrupted by Ruby punching her arm

"Don't start mean nicknames for our teammates!"

"Okay, okay geez" Yang said rubbing her arm

Blake watched the event unfold from behind her book. The way Weiss' face went red at Ruby defending her and giving her a 'cute' nickname. Blake was always quietly watching and had realized long ago that Ruby and Weiss clearly had something going on. As close as her and Weiss had gotten, she still hadn't gotten Weiss to open up to her about her feelings for Ruby. And every time she tried to talk to Ruby about it, he got so flustered that he couldn't form full sentences. Blake shook her head, maybe she had read too many romance novels but she really wanted to play matchmaker and get Ruby and Weiss together.

Team RWBY finished their lunch and were on their way to afternoon classes when they bumped into Team SSSN in the halls.

"Hey guys!" Sun said as he walked up to them.

They exchanged their hello's and Sun turned to ask Ruby how he was doing but instead was met with Ruby's back as Ruby attempted to slink away from the conversation without anyone noticing. Sun was taken back at first but was used to Ruby's aloofness by now. Team SSSN was always trying to get Ruby to spend some "Bro-Time" with them but Ruby was constantly blowing them off. On a good day, they'd get a "hello" from Ruby. But most of the time it was exactly like this.

Weiss sighed and walked over to Ruby, grabbing his arm and dragging him on their way to class.

"When are you going to stop being so anti-social? You can't just walk away from someone when they speak to you. It's rude."

"Well, I don't even know those dudes. I don't wanna talk to people I don't know."

"You don't remember them?" Weiss asked as she grew a little concerned

"Nah"

They walked in silence for a little longer before Ruby spoke up

"Hey, Weiss."

"What?"

"Thanks for tutoring me earlier. It was really nice of you to teach me things I should already know"

"Don't say that. Don't act like it was a chore for me to help you, Ruben. I did that because I wanted to"

Ruby smiled and he and Weiss entered the classroom, Weiss leading him to his seat and sitting next to him.

"Why do we sit at the front of the classroom, this is where the dweebs sit" Ruby said and Weiss' only response was a glare. Yang and Blake showed up shortly after and class began.

Ruby showed a great amount of understanding of the material he was being taught. And Weiss was surprised to find that Ruby was actually genuinely interested in the class for a change. He was listening intently and even took notes. After class had ended Team RWBY began walking back to their dorm to relax for the rest of their evening.

As they were walking back Ruby spoke up

"So…. Do grimm ALWAYS disappear after they die?"

"Yes Ruby. No one has ever been able to preserve any piece of grimm. It's part of the reason why our knowledge of their anatomy is so limited" Weiss replied

"I'm gonna do it."

"Do what?" Weiss said raising an eyebrow at Ruby

"I'm gonna be the first person to preserve a part of a grimm's body."

Weiss scoffed and rolled her eyes

"What?! You don't think I could do it?"

"No one has been able to do it, Ruby! It's impossible! What makes you think you'll be able to?!"

"Because I'm amazing. And I always do what I say and I say that I'm gonna do it! You're really not going to believe in your leader, huh?"

"Not when it comes to a foolish, childish pipe-dream" Weiss said

"Yeah, well, you're gonna be so sorry when I do it. I'm gonna tell everyone that you didn't believe in me. Weiss.. my own partner…. Weiss… My best friend… Wei-"

"Hey, I believe in you Ruby!" Yang said throwing her arm around he brother

"Thanks Yang" Ruby smirked as he wrapped his arms around her waist

Yang wrapped her other arm around Ruby and Ruby went limp as Yang dragged him across the floor. Weiss shook her head but as she stared at Ruby… She couldn't help but wonder if maybe he actually did have a plan to preserve a piece of a grimms body. But a louder more reasonable thought told her it was just Ruby being Ruby and saying stuff to get a rise out of her.

* * *

><p>-Team RWBY Dorm Room-<p>

Since Ruby had done so well in studying and paying attention in class, Weiss allowed him to relax for the rest of the night. He was playing video games with Yang while Blake read a book in her bed and Weiss was sitting at the desk working on an essay that wasn't due for another 2 weeks.

Ruby and Yang had been playing for the past 2 hours and it was starting to get late. Weiss still had to change Ruby's bandages before he went to sleep.

"Ruby get up, no more games"

"What? Why? You said I could chill since I was such a good boy today"

Weiss rolled her eyes "Yes, and you did 'chill' but you need to change your bandages so come into the bathroom."

Ruby sighed and stood up following Weiss into the bathroom

"Okay lay down while I get everything ready."

Ruby complied and laid down on the cold tile floor. Weiss turned around and sat down next to Ruby with the bandages ready. Ruby lifted his shirt enough to expose his stomach

"Ruby, just take your shirt off it'll make it easier"

Ruby was a little taken back by this but was quick to respond

"Yeah, you'd like that, wouldn't you?"

Weiss glared at him as her face grew a little red and replied "Will you just take it off?!"

Ruby glared back and raised his voice

"No! The floor is cold enough! Just do it already! I don't need to take off my shirt. You perv"

"Excuse me?!"

Yang who had overheard the situation decided to step in and try to save her brother

"Weiss, just change his bandages and stop trying to get him out his clothes."

"How dare you imply something so indecent?! I'm doing this to help him you imbecile! Get out!" She said slamming the door on Yang

Weiss sighed and decided she didn't have the energy to argue with him over this anymore and started changing his stomach bandages. She was happy to see the wound was gradually healing.

"Turn over, now."

"What? Why?" Ruby said laughing a bit

"Because I need to change the bandages on your back"

"Wait, what?!" Ruby said standing up to look in the mirror

He saw the wound on his stomach and then turned around to find a similar wound on his back, as if whatever struck him went right through to the other side

"Oh my god. How am I alive right now?! This is sick" He said in disbelief as he stared at his wound

Weiss rolled her eyes and grabbed his arm pushing him back down to the floor so she could change the bandages on his back

"You're alive because you're incredibly lucky. Somehow the weapon barely grazed your internal organs. It's honestly a miracle you survived it"

"Weapon? So someone did this to me?"

Ruby couldn't see Weiss' face from the position he was in but her silence said enough.

"Turn back around. I'm going to remove the bandages from your face."

The few bandages on his face were for the few deep cuts and scrapes that hadn't healed when his aura was down. The doctor had said that they should be healed by now. Ruby turned around and sat up and blushed as Weiss leaned into him and held his face with one hand while removing the bandages with the other. Weiss was pleased to see each cut and scrape gone as she removed each bandage… Until… She removed two bandages, one above and below his lip and frowned as she saw a deep scar going across his lip. The only wound other than his stomach that didn't heal properly. A permanent reminder on his face of the accident.

"What's wrong?" Ruby asked as he saw her face fall. He stood up and walked over to the mirror as Weiss refused to meet his gaze.

"Wow! This makes me look kinda… badass!" Ruby said excitedly

"You like it?!" Weiss asked in disbelief

"Well, yeah! It's unique and cool" Ruby said smiling at her

Weiss smiled slightly back at him, mostly in relief. But she still felt immense guilt for what she saw as 'ruining his face'

"Are we done now, Weiss?"

Weiss sighed and nodded to him as she gathered everything and cleaned up the bathroom.

Ruby ran out of the room to show off his scar to his sister who seemed just as excited as Ruby. Weiss shook her head as she closed the bathroom door and changed into her nightgown.

Team RWBY got into their beds and slowly, one by one started to fall asleep. Except for a certain heiress who couldn't fall asleep no matter how still she laid. She couldn't get her mind off of Ruby. When she eventually did manage to fall asleep, she was plagued by nightmares. Reliving that terrible moment where Ruby had been hurt. She woke up with a start and stared up at the bed above her. A piece of her started to doubt if the past week had happened, if Ruby ever really woke up from the coma. She stood up and peeked over Ruby's bunk and sighed a huge sigh of relief when she saw him sleeping. She frowned slightly at his right arm which was visible in all its metal glory with the tank top Ruby slept in. She pet his hair slightly and admired him for a moment longer before she felt okay enough to go back to her bed with the knowledge that Ruby really was back. And despite what had happened, he was okay.

She knew that one say she would have to explain to Ruby what happened. She was the only one who was there to see it happen and she was the one responsible for it. But she was scared that Ruby would blame her. She was scared that Ruby wouldn't ever forgive her for what happened to him. But she wouldn't be able to hide it from him forever. He was already curious about it and it wasn't fair to keep avoiding his questions.

Weiss sighed and rolled over in her bed. A piece of her mind reminded her that this was Ruby she was talking about. Ruby, who had never, ever been mad at her in the past. Who she would yell at for no reason and he would never let it get to him. Who she had always mistreated and he was always ready to forgive and forget. A larger piece of her mind told her that she didn't deserve to have someone like Ruby in her life.

Weiss didn't sleep soundly that night.


End file.
